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By IAN BRODIE in Hono]ulu, Hawaii

"FORMER Green Berct, who was apparently
\ tmisled into going to Libya as a military instruc
- tor, sa-id'yesterday that he had mat half a dozen
antz;n mercenaries there' who tvere alao help.ng

Col Gaddafi’s: ammd
forces Y _.i‘ AR

o

E‘ “The .Brits . were very
popular ‘in-. Tripoli because
they.got around the ban eon
alcohel by making their own
whisky,”w said . Mr Luke

Thompson, :. 47, -retired"

master sergeant ncw living
m Hawaii. - :

The» Britons, hke Mr Thomp-
,,on had been recruited by
"Edwin Wilson, the former CIA
.agent who has made a fortune
‘helping to train and equlp Col
Gaddah@forces .

ydom- was -pivotal to Wilson's
! operation. * He told me always
to stop-there on my way to or
from the United States. °

- % e said-it; was useful -for
: picking up supplias. getting new
“orders' and- especially for hand-
carrying large amounts of cash.
© “That wagihis way of smug-
gling big sums back home, just

sticking, it' in a sWirt pecket.-

They-had- so much money that
5100 -notes came at you like
Green Sh)e‘d’smmps." . _~_-'

To‘d of —sde houses
On itis - oacx trip. to Br,\am.

Thompsor .Bew from -Libya to-

Gatwick where he was met by
Miss = Hoberta® Barnes, l.an

In an. interview;" ’V[r Thomp- -
isor said he: learped that Lon- .

American workwg,.forsa Wllson
company, called Brithurst.

. He visited -the .. company’s
office in -Hans Road, Knights-
bridge, West Lcndon, “aud
stayed overnight at the Ber-
keley Hotel, leaving - for
Washington the neu ehy on
Concorde.

He did pet visit the Wilson
safe houses in Sussex, but was
told about them.

Mr Thompson said he Imew
the British mercenaries only by
their first names, “ They were
hardcore psople, nct run-of-
themill soldiers.”™ .- - -

List experience
He met them one evening in
July 1977, in Tripoli, when thev
were all summoned to a meeting
with Libyva's chief of intetli-
sence, Abdullah Sanussi, whe
is Col. Gaddafi’s brother-in-law.

“There were: .about 17 pecple
in the room at the. Ministry of
‘Trade. Sapussi intreduced us to
a Caot. Hadjazi and s2id we
would be now under his opera-
tional control. Then we all had
to fill out sheets of feolscap
listing our mxlxtary expenence

_and specialities.

“1 dou't drink: but mv
people who tried the British
rot-gut whisky said it was QK.
It had to have something going
for it, because :t was the only
game in town.”

Bﬂmd pt.t nnder the com-\
mand of a Libyan cofficer was
ane of szveral faciors that con-
vinced .Mr Thompsen _after
four weeks he was not'on a
bona fide ClA mission, as he
hiad been told.

He fled to  America 2ad
poured “out his remarkable
story to militaty intciligexca
officers.

An extraord: nary feature of
\Ir Thompsoa's narrzative is that
he wag siill 2 serting- soldier
waen helwas aporcached to go
to Libva. Tne appreach was
made by Patrick Loomis, * a
CiAa ag"nt who as sxnce been
sacked.

Mr ﬁnmuson said ht'- cecked
with military iateRigeace off-
cers wio, after some hesitation,
told him to go ahead with the
mission uatil t.hcy orderm:\ hime

" to step.”

Satisfied wrth "t_Je,e instraee
tinns, and with the encaurage-
ment of a commandirz officer,
Mr Thomrsen ronnded up four

: friends who hzd recently
- retired frem the Gresn Beretg. -

 They flew to Zurich amd mee
Wilson at the airpor Toomes

son soid: “He teld us he -

wouldna't barzain wilh us .— the
pav was $5.500 (£3.400) 2 montl
with a $10,000 (£5.280) bonus

_at the end of a yean

But Mr. Thomzssn. became
suspicigus, particularly of cne
Wilson aide, Doug Schlacter,.
who has since been indicted for
illeas) explosives exporis.

Mr Thomrpson said he could
not believe the CIA would
employ such an incompetent:
and he decided to ﬂy home to
find out.

* When I got there and called
military 1melh"ence they said:
*Thank God yzu'fe back. Wae -
were worried about vou. What
you are domg is lo\allv 1llegal’ "
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